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My name is Phoenix and I had the opportunity to
take part in this year’s event, which is by far one
of the best highlights of my life and I would like
to share it with the readers of the MR2Only
magazine.

The meet started at 9:30am on Saturday,
October 7 with MR2’s of all types and different
shapes showing up in the Igaya Ski Resort
parking lot.  

Having all the cars lined up by generations was

no small task for the event coordinators, but they
seemed to get it just right by the time the meet
started.  

At 10:00am the Event coordinator, Nekomata-
san, gave a welcome message and a run-down of
the day’s events.  

After the greeting, he gave his own personal
introduction of himself and his car.  

Unfortunately with my Japanese language skills
being less than par, I could not understand what
was said but quietly listened in while we moved
down the line of cars.  

Day one, and 11 MK1’s, 26 MK2’s, and one
amazing MR-S showed up to participate in the
day’s events.  

After the introductions it was free time, which for
me was great!  This gave me the opportunity to

look at all the MR2’s in more detail and have
small talk with some of the owners.  

Lunch Time finally arrived and we ate at the ski
resort’s restaurant.  We all crammed into a
small room and ate some of the best curry I’ve
ever had.  

I sat at a table with the event coordinator and a
few other owners who spoke very little English,
but together we were able to hash out some

MR2 Club Japan n
Norikura Kogen Ig

Every October the MR2 Club Japan (T.M.C.J.) gets together in the
mountains of Norikura Kogen Igaya for a national meet, which brings out

Japan’s most beautiful and stunning MR2’s.  

Meet our Man in Japan, Phoenix

This was a great opportunity to bust
out my personal copy of the MR2Only
Magazine and show the Japanese MR2
Owners what’s going on in the UK and
North America. They loved it! 
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great conversations on MR2’s and the different
clubs in Japan, North America, and the UK.  

This was a great opportunity to bust out my
personal copy of the MR2Only Magazine and
show the Japanese MR2 Owners what’s going on
in the UK and North America. They loved it! 

The MR2 owners couldn’t get enough of the
magazine and the “Reader’s Rides”.  They were
so intrigued as to the different styles of MR2’s in
the separate clubs.  

After lunch was more free time which one owner
took the opportunity of having crowds of MR2
specialists in one place to switch out his
suspension.  

30 minute suspension upgrade

It was pretty impressive seeing four Japanese
owners change out the struts towers with
upgraded TRD Springs and Billstein shocks.  Two
people on each side tackling the job seemed like
second nature to them, and it only took 30
minutes to have the rears done.  With the rear of
the car back on the ground, the owner quickly
took it for a test drive and came back with a big
smile on his face.  

Once parked they lifted the front and completed
the job in about 45 minutes, having a little

problem with the brake line holder on the strut
tower which broke open to remove the brake line.  

Once complete, the owner took off for another
test run and returned five minutes later quite
happy with the feel of his new setup.  

By this time the day was coming to an end, so
the event organizer called everyone together for
a group picture and a days closing remarks.  

From here, most of the group caravanned to the
hotel where we all stayed.

Parking was definitely interesting since the
parking lot was so small, and getting 35 MR2’s
into the small area was actually really
interesting.

It took roughly four ground guides and some
impressive and very close corner taking to get as
many MR2’s as possible into the little area.

Dining Japanese style

After a little time to freshen up in our hotel
rooms, we all met up in the hotel’s banquet area
for dinner.  

I have to say this is the first time I’ve ever eaten
a true Japanese style dinner outside of the city
of Tokyo which is really Americanized Japanese
food.  

Being starved, I began to eat and the food was
great.  

I was a little disturbed after eating a few pieces
of meat - only to find out it was raw horse.  

They had a pretty good laugh when I realized
what it was that I was chewing in my mouth and I
guess the expression on my face was quite
enjoyable.  

After learning that it was Mr Ed that I was eating,
I wasn’t too thrilled about finishing it but I did, all
but the last piece of horse because a blood
pocket popped and couldn’t get past the view I
was looking at.  

Dinner was great and they brought out the beer.  

We toasted and enjoyed dessert with many

national 
gaya mountain meet
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laughs and conversations.  

After dinner came the party, we moved to a
smaller banquet room with seating on the floor
and we all got in there to find lots of beer and
sake waiting to be drunk.  

A few people played a game, others talked with
each other, and another group brought out their
personal collections of MR2 memorabilia.  

I had to check out the MR2 stuff and it was
amazing.  

MR2 memorabilia

One fellow MR2 owner brought his personal
collection of original  MR2 publications that the
dealers handed out to potential MR2 owners
from 1985.  

It was really neat and it felt like I was holding a
piece of priceless history in my hands as I
skimmed through the Japanese pages of the
AW11.

After much beer and sake in my stomach, a night
full of laughs and good times, I was off to my
Japanese room to hit the “ol sack”, which was
actually just a mat on the floor.  

If you are ever in Japan and have the opportunity
just for one night (and only one night), stay in a
traditional Japanese hotel room.  

A basic Japanese hotel room is about 10’X 20’
with a straw mat covering the floor like carpet.  

There is a small removable table in the center
with cushions on the floor to sit at… that’s it.  

I can’t say it’s the most uncomfortable place I’ve
ever sat or slept, but I’m gonna have to put it in
my top three places not to ever try again.  

The following morning was a little groggy for me
and many other owners due to the beer and sake

If you’re ever in Japan
and catch wind of a meet
going on, do whatever it
takes to get there because
you will never regret it.  
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from the night before, but we all got together
again in the banquet room for a healthy
Japanese style breakfast which included fish,
rice, and some really good Miso soup.  

After spraying our leaf-covered cars off with a
garden hose, we headed in small groups back
to the meeting area for the second day’s
events.

Day two

Sunday, October 8 was the best day in my
opinion.  

More MR2s showed up to the event than the
previous day to include 17 MK1s, 34 MK2s,
and the same fabulous MR-S from the previous
day.  

The morning started off like the previous day,
with a welcome and day’s events by the
coordinator followed by personal introductions.  

Free time followed where I took the opportunity
to take some cars away from the group and took
some great pictures.  

After this picture break from the group, we took
our cars back and it was time for lunch.  

Lunch was the best food I have ever had!  

It was a Japanese style BBQ where they took
slices of meet and cooked them literally in the
center of the table.  

The food included lamb, pork, squid, and lots of
vegetables.  

I ate so much and it was topped off with an
interesting dessert I’ve never had or even heard
of.  

It was a Coffee Jello topped with a coffee
creamer and it was delicious!  We sat and
chatted for awhile and then cleared the room
while they cleaned up from lunch.  It was about
1pm at this time and it was now time for a
game.  

They broke out a Bingo game and it was great
fun.  

Lots of laughs and jokes and the winners got to
pick out a gift from a very respectable table full
of MR2 parts which varied from new tires, to
books, to air cleaners, to sake.  

I finally won about half way through the game

and picked up a Metal MR-S model that I have
not yet had the chance to collect, it will make a
great edition to my collection of MR2 models
and toys.  The game finally ended with a few
leftovers which were handed out to people with
lots of laughs.

The MR2 Meet was coming to a close and we all

got together for some pictures at our cars again.
Some final words by our event coordinator and
the meet was at an end.  It was a sad time for
me because I was having such a great time and
was dreading the long three hour drive back to
the Tokyo area.  It didn’t stop me from taking a
few more pictures and saying good bye to some

This stunning red wide body kitted MR-S
is owned by Hide and Kei (online names)
from Japan, the car wears a Varis Widebody
Kit, Weds Sport Bonnet, Hyper Hotinazma
grounding kit, and Weds Sport Racing
Wheels, 
On the handling side of things the MR-S has
a TRD Strut Tower Bar and Cusco Coilovers
whilst perfornance is enhanced with an
Apexi Power FC and Commander

The white and the
Black SW20's are
Authentic, TRD replicas
custom ordered,
straight from the TRD
factory MR2's, the
Black one was labeled
#26 and the guy is the
original owner of it. The
white one was actually
MR2Boards MR2 of the
month in June. The
white one is believed
to have a stock engine,
but the black one did
have a Border Racing
intercooler. 

White TRD Widebody Spec
Authentic TRD WideBody Kit
99 J-Spec Wing W/Carbon Fiber Side Plates
Ganador Mirrors
Single Wiper Conversion
BBS Stern Wheels
17" Front
18" Rear
Dunlop Direnza Tires
215/40/R17 Front Tires
225/35/R18 Rear Tires
Braided Stainless Steel Brake Lines
Ohlins Shocks
Mines Springs
D-Speed Brake Pads
TRD Strut Bars
TRD High Response Exhaust System
Cyber Stock Indiglo Gauges
Carrozzeria DVD/NAV System
Recarro Seat
Razo Turbo Timer
Kenwood CD Changer

Black TRD WideBody
Online Name - MM2
TRD Authentic Widebody #26
TRD Spark Plugs, TRD Spark Plug Wires
TRD Exhaust
TRD 17" Wheels
TRD Strut Tower Bars
TRD Springs, TRD Shocks
TRD Brake Lines
Apexi Boost Gauge
Apexi Oil Temp Gauge
Apexi Gauge Controller
Apexi Power FC + Commander
Ganador Mirrors
Border Racing Gauge holder
Border Racing Intercooler
Endless Brake Pads
Kenwood CD player
Momo Steering Wheel
Greddy Blow Off Valve
K&N Air Filter
HKS Turbo Timer
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great new friends that I met.  The drive
home was a little slow, only took me five
hours to get back since the traffic was
horrible on the expressway.  I was able to
cruise with a few MR2’s until we went our
separate ways to our own homes. 

Tired and worn out from a great weekend, I
made it home with some great memories
and new friends. 

No better place to live than Japan with
my passion for the MR2 

Living here in Japan has given me a great
opportunity to meet new people and
continue my passion for the MR2.  

If you’re ever in Japan and catch wind of a
meet going on, do whatever it takes to get
there because you will never regret it.  

It was hard at times trying to understand
what people were saying, but the Japanese
MR2 owners club made me feel welcome
and really went out of their way to make me
feel  like part of them.  Special thanks goes
out to Nekomata, Totsu, Hebereke, Ken-
San, MM2, Hide and Kei and everyone
else’s name I can’t spell or say.  They know
and I know that it doesn’t matter what
country you are from, or if you can’t speak
the language, it’s a little thing that brings
us together as a family, and that’s the love
for the MR2.

Phoenix - MR2 Only Man in Japan
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